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FLIGIHT OF FANCY
A A chance visit to Honolulu and a

p fortuitous encounter with Hawai'i's
celebrated mru‘wme'se turned out to
be a life-changer for designer Tsia
Carson. Not only did it encourage
the Manhattan native and her family
to spend a year on O‘ahu, it also
inspired her 1o create her clathing line,
Language of the Birds. After two
collections that invoked the prints
of island vesteryear, Carson’s latest
outing gives a peek at her New York
upbringing—and that's a very good
thing. No where is Gotham’s influence
more evident than in the Paperbag
dress in Westbeth ($288), a boldly
graphic black-and-white print that pays
homage to the famed Westbeth Ardists
Community in Greenwich Village. Bur
den't think this season is all minimal.
Now splitting her time berween
Honolulu and the Hudson Valley,
Carson has included a jazzy print and
even Oxford chambray in a variery of

FROCK AND AWE
Faor its latest collection,
Language of the Birds
goes abstract with its
new Paperbag dress in
Westbech ($288).

cuts, which will have fans ﬂucking 10
style haven La Muse en masse. /154
Nu'uanu Ave., Chinatown, O'abu,
536.0818, ofthebirds.com —Kai Andersen

PHOTO BY MERECITH HEUER
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Alana wears a skirt and bralette set by Virginia Paresa.

Virginia Paresa kicked it into high gear this year with her self-titled business and home
décor designs, including pillows and rattan covers with lively patterns. Her creations
are dreamt up at her home in Hau‘ula, then made through local fashion incubator-
factory hybrid The Cut Collective. In spring 2016, she plans to debut womenswear.

virginiaparesa.com

Flux Magazine, Summer 2015

Alana wears a dress by Language of the Birds.
Umbrella by Vivienne Westwood.

Language of the Birds is the offspring of Tsia Carson, who splits her time between New York
City and Honolulu. The line came around when she couldn’t find that perfect dress for “city-
beach living”—those frocks formal enough to be worn to work, then to the beach. The structure
and playfulness of her attire is inspired by her collection of vintage mu‘umu‘u and caftans.

ofthebirds.com
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Tofino Paperbag
dress, $362

Hawaiiresident Tsia Carson moved to the Islands from New York last year,
and her beautiful, contemporary line of resortwear, Language of the Birds,
is a perfect, sophisticated blend of the aesthetics of the two places. Think
eye-catching prints in an East Coast-style with loose and open cuts ideal for
the tropics. Carson, who has a background in user-experience design and
brand planning, made the move to fashion design last year, crafting the sleek,
modern silhouettes herself, and teaming up with New York-based textile de-
signer Gina Gregario for the standout patterns, which include bright firecrack-
er and rustic village-inspired prints. Plus, Language of the Birds pieces are
ethically produced, without the use of foreign sweatshops: The pieces are cut
and sewn in New York, and the fabrics are hand silk-screened in Rhode Island.
Available at La Muse, 1156 Nu‘uanu Ave., ofthebirds.com

Meet Guava Shop’s new beach apparel collection,
Pon Pon. Reason one why we love it so much:
It's light as the wind, soft as a baby’s bum and its
fresh colors are simply yummy. Ok, maybe that’s
more than one. But we dream of wearing these
perennial sellers 24 hours a day. Of course, we
know it's not groundbreaking that someone in
Hawai‘i creates beach attire, but Guava owners
Liz House and Kai Cost live the coastal lifestyle
on O‘ahu’s North Shore and understand what
styles, materials and colors really bring home

the happy post-beach vibe. They have always
wanted something fun and sexy that could take
them from the sand to a stool at their favorite
pau hana stop.

By using a shibori tie-dye treatment, which

brings in texture and colorful noise to each piece,

flowy maxi dresses, mini shorts, summery frocks
and relaxed rompers get splashed with vibrant
watercolor patterns in ocean blue, key-lime
green, and, of course, guava pink. Hale'iwa Store
Lots, 637-9670

PHOTOS: COURTESY LANGUAGE OF THE BIRDS; PON PON SHORTS, DAVID CROXFORD
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VOW IN HAWATS

TRENDWATCH

BLUSH CRUSH

Soft pink complements to Carolina Herrera's latest runway collection prove that
Rose Quartz, one of Pantone's two 2016 colors of the year, is a blooming success.

i

Mail colour in Tres
Decollete, $50, at
chrisdanlouboutin.com

By Jacqueline Z. Grosmickle

The Affair sunglasses,
$665, by Barton Perreira
at Neiman Marcus, Ala
Meana Center

Light-pink techno

jerdey wop, §1,690,

and silk skirg, &
$1,890, both by

Carolina Herrera, at h
saksfifthavenua.com.
NN Lady Stardust Crystal
Haze leng earrings in
| \ rose gold with pink il
| 4 opal, clear quartz and | k

\ diamands, $13,000, by
\ Stephen Webster at | )
bergdorfgocdman.com ;l | "
and stephenwebstercom | _

Puzzle small leather
shoulder bag, §1.990, by
Loewe at Merdserem,
Ala Moana Center and
loewe.com

Imperiale 36 mm
timepiece with pink
mather-of-pearl dial.
diamonds and rose
gold case, 345,690,
by Cheopard at
Meiman Mareus, Ala
Moana Center

Hakan pink suede
shoes, $625, at
chelseaparis.com

LOCK OF THE MOMEMNT

REA DY TO ROAR Cult island fashion label Language of the Birds s

about to leap into springfsummer 2016, At least, that's what one may think when taking a look
at this collection’s vibrant Tiger Tiger digital print, which is used for two looks-the Nehru tunic
($344) and the paperbag dress ($375). Though seemingly African in inspiration, the design is
actually based on a close-up from a Victorian circus poster. "You can see bits of the tiger's fur
and blades of grass throughout the print.” explains label's founder Tsia Carson. While
inspirations come from a variety of sources, the brand's shapes come from the golden era of
islandwear. Motably, this includes “the cascading Watteau pleating on the back of one of our
styles, the Japanese-influenced approach to silhouette and the effortless shaping,” says Carson.
In addition to longtime stockist La Muse, fans can also peruse pieces at Mori by Art + Flea in
Kaka'ako. La Muse, 1156 Nu'uanu Ave, Chinatown, O'ahu, 536.0818; Mori by Art + Flea, Ward
Village Shops, 1240 Ala Moana Bvd, Kaka'ako, O'ahu, 593.8958; ofthebirds.com —Kai Andersen

Modern Luxury Hawaii, May/June 2016
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SPA SPECTACULAR

3 a Al
EMPIRE OF
(4 Bl Al AN 1A
THE SENSES
It’s time for a getaway! Founder
and inventor of the world-famous
skincare line Jurlique, Dr. Jurgen
Klein, together with his wife,
Karen, has ereated an oasis of
rejuvenation at the Sullivan Estate
on O'ahu’s North Shore. JK7-
OlaLoa, The Spa Retreat for the
7 Senses is a luxury holistic
environment designed to relax,
detoxify and invigorate guests.
Klein has designed the Spa
Sensator, a hydrotherapy
experience encompassing all of the
senses. In a private room, the client
floats effortlessly in a salt pool—
the density is equivalent to the
Dead Sea—amid soething colored
lights, essential oils, and music or a
guided meditation. From there,
choose from a bevy of options—
facial, a massage, yoga or
meditation. But dont think that's
ir. Klein is still inventing new

skincare daily in his labaratory on
the Estate. Each stay is customized
to the client’s needs and wants, 4 42
howrs, $775; three-day recreat from
1,500 per day, jh7skincare.com;

snllivanestate.com —TH
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LOCAL DESIGNERS

Just some of the numerous Hawai‘i designers whose work will be

AMOS KOTOMORI

Hawai‘i-born Amos
Kotomori emerged as an
avant-garde designer in the
1980s. His work has taken
him around the world as an
artist, stylist and designer.
In 2010, Kotomorilaunched
amen’s collection line at
Neiman Marcus on O‘ahu.
He draws inspiration from
Hawai‘i, his home in Bali
and New York City.

BLISS LAU

Half Chinese-American and
half American, Bliss Lau’s
internalized combination of
cultures manifests itselfin
each concept, thought, and
creation. Raised in Honolulu,
educated at Punahou School
and Parsons The New School
for Design in New York City,
Bliss perceives design as a
continuing exploration of the
manipulation of form and
thus evolved her collection
from leather goods to the
trademark fine jewelry and
body jewelry of today.

CAMERON HAWAT'I

This beach resort lifestyle
brand featuring modern
graphics and vintage Hawai‘i
elements celebrates the life
and travels of a fictional

Island girl named Cameron.
Designs for the collection
are inspired by Cameron’s
world travels—from the
French Riviera to the coast
of Mexico to sunny Califor-
nia—while still embodying
the aloha spirit.

FLORENCIA ARIAS »

From avery young age, Flor-
encia Arias-Nordstrom had a
strong passion for design and
style. She draws inspiration
from her childhood in Argen-
tina, and has a touch of the
tropical lifestyle of Honolulu,
where she is now based. She
is dedicated to bringing new
styles to confident women
who want to feel sexy with-
out sacrificing comfort and
sophistication.

INAMATION

In4mation comprises four
partners: Ryan Arakaki,
Todd Shimabuku, Jun Jo and
Keith Kanagusuku. In 2002,
the group launched one of
Hawai‘i’s most established
street-wear lines, featuring
alternative and eclectic
clothing and products.
In4mation is known for its
signature snapbacks and
tees, and has also released
collaborations with G-Shock
and Stussy.

108 HONOLULUMAGAZINE.COM November 2015
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showcased at HONOLULU Fashion Week.

dresses and shorts.

INK & TAYLOR

Former college roommates
in art school, Hawai‘i-born
and raised Maya von Geldern
and California-born Kera
Morgan are creative souls
with alove of photography
and an insatiable desire for
artistic exploration. Ink &
Tailor is a culmination of
20 years of friendship and
shared passions. The two

<ALLISON IZU SONG

When Allison Izu Song couldn't find clothing to fit her 52"
frame, she decided to create her own clothing company
focused on petite customers (56" and shorter). After
studying design at the Fashion Institute of Technology, she
returned home to Hawai‘i and launched her signature pe-
tite denim line in 2008. Her collection now includes tops,

partners transform static
photos into fluid art that
can be worn, wrapped and
draped around the body.

LANGUAGE OF
THE BIRDS »

New York-born-and-bred
Tsia Carson has always
loved prints, even before
launching a career in the
fashion industry in 2014,

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF RESPECTIVE DESI

MAHIKU ACTIVEWEAR »

Ehiku Rademacher created Mahiku Activewear, a pre-
mium activewear and lifestyle brand, inspired by her
active lifestyle in and out of the water. The lightweight,
quick-drying capri fabric is made to be worn on land or
in the water. Her collections feature eye-catching prints
and pieces that can be mix-matched with anything—
whether that’s boots, slippers or tennis shoes.

after years working in tech-
nology and the digital realm
for brand planning. On a trip
to Hawai‘i, she developed

an affinity for what felt like

a second home to her. Her
clothing line, Language of
the Birds, blends her love of
prints and both places to cre-
ate bold patterned dresses

e

that are urbane and tropical
with folk-like silhouettes.

MALIA JONES

Out of her love for fashion,
swimsuits, travel and beach
lifestyle, Hawai‘i surfer,
model and designer Malia
Jones has created a swim-
wear collection of high-end,

_ Language of
the Birds

sleek basics that compliment
awomen’s body and embrace
the idea of relaxed luxury
and classic simplicity.

MANUHEALIl

Manubheali‘i’s ready-to-wear
collections capture the
essence and allure of living
an aloha lifestyle. Deep-root-
ed in culture, fashion and
graphic design, this family’s
business celebrates its 30"
year of style and inspiration
in Hawai‘i.

MATT BRUENING

Matt Bruening graduat-

ed from the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa’s fashion
program in 2009 and since
then, the Makaha native
has collaborated with other
local designers that include
Fighting Eel, Sig Zane and

Bamboo Sky. He has a simple
and minimalistic approach
with an island- and bohemi-
an-inspired flare.

MESH YOGA
(MICHELLE LOU LAN)

After a severe injury, Mi-
chelle Lou Lan was forced to
quit her dancing career, and
has since been teaching yoga.
Her background combined
with her love of fashion led
to the creation of MeshYoga,
a sophisticated, comfortable
and versatile line of yoga
pants and clothing with
colorful prints and patterns
that can be worn beyond the
yoga studio.

MOON COLLECTIVE

Designer Benjamin King
started Moon Collective in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 110

DESIGNING FOR THE DNA OF THE ISLANDS

HONOLULU Magazine is
honored to be working
again this year with Hi-

who lent his distinctive
LULU Fashion Week.

element of ‘ohe kapala,
associated with dressing
for hula. He explains that

of the dance to the entire
package. “The geometric
designs on the costuming
are symbols illustrating

the chant, reiterating story
line,” he explains. “As the
decorated kapa once pro-
lo-based designer Sig Zane, vided the fashion state-
ments of our islands, it is
touch to the look of HONO- appropriate to push this art
style into our modern indus-
Zane featured the design try. We believe relevancy

is important in all that we
put out.”

When the company be-
the visual takeaway of hula  gan making clothes decades
extends beyond the motion ago, the team’s mission was
to educate and increase
awareness of native plants.
“We haven’t strayed far,”
Zane says. “I believe we

have evolved from a simple
aesthetic approach of native
plants into a more complex Q. You have been cited
as an important fashion
leader in the last three
decades. Thoughts?

A. “We really never
thought ourselves as a
leader in fashion, simply
because our approach is
so organic, and basically
reflective of the moment.
The connection to our
graphics represents the
DNA of our islands and

native perspective that
we apply to just about any
medium.”

Now Zane’s designs can
now be found emblazoned
on aloha shirts, airplanes
and more. As a practitioner
of hula and its associat-
ed arts, he digs deeper.
“Working with the land
and practicing traditions
provides foundation and
perspective relevancy to the that acknowledgement.”
art we create for every-

thing,” Zane says.

Q. What do you think of
recent fashion develop-
ments, from your collabs
to the broader scene?

A. “Our collaborations
have definitely exposed

us to a broader audience!
If and when we connect,
the visual narratives have
a greater reach therefore
allowing our culture prac-
tices to permeate farther.
We seek experiences that
will enrich our perspec-
tives but at the same time,
it’s gotta be mutual.”

HONOLULUMAGAZINE.COM November 2015 109
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